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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PARM, SALT, SOPN, UR, US 

SUBJECT: PRAVDA EDITORIAL CRITICIZES U.S. ON SALT 

1 . IN AN OTHERWISE PROSAIC LEAD EDITORIAL ON DIS- 
ARMAMENT, JUNE 15 PRAVDA TAKES A SHARP SLAP AT THE 
U.S. ADMINISTRATION SALT POLICY. IT CLAIMS THAT 
THE "U.S. GOVERNMENT" IS SHOWING "INDECISIVENESS 
AND INCONSISTENCY" AND THAT IT IS ACTING WITH 
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CAUTIOUS REGARD FOR THE "MILITARISTIC CIRCLES" WHICH 
ARE DOING ALL THEY CAN TO BLOCK SALT AND CONTINUE 
RATHE ARMS RACE IN NUCLEAR ROCKETRY. THE EDITORIAL 
REPEATS AN OLD RETRAIN, WHICH HAS LAID DORMANT 
SINCE THE VISIT OF SECRETARY VANCE TO MOSCOW IN 
APRIL, THAT THERE ARE THOSE IN THE U.S. WHO ARE 
STILL SEEKING "UNILATERAL ADVANTAGES" BY PLAYING ON 
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SOVIET PREPAREDNESS TO CONCLUDE AN AGREEMENT. THE 
SINGLE SALT PARAGRAPH CLOSES WITH THE COMMENT THAT 
"UNDOUBTEDLY, BY MUTUAL EEFORTS IT IS POSSIBLE, 

ON THE BASIS OE REASONABLE, REALISTIC COMPROMISE, TO 
CONCLUDE THE ELABORATION OF AN AGREEMENT WHICH FAIRLY 
TAKES INTO ACCOUNT THE SECURITY INTERESTS OF BOTH 
SIDES." 

2. COMMENT: THE PLACEMENT OF THIS SLAP IN A 
FRONT PAGE EDITORIAL IN PRAVDA GIVES IT MORE FORCE 
THAN IT MIGHT HAVE HAD IN A LESS AUTHORITATIVE PIECE 
INSIDE. IT CONTINUES THE QUITE NEGATIVE LINE 
WHICH THE SOV lET PRESS HAS BEEN PUSHING PARTICU- 
LARLY HARD WITH REGARD TO THE ADMINISTRATION FOR 
SEVERAL DAYS. FOR EXAMPLE, YESTERDAY'S REPORTAGE 
OF SECRETARY VANCE'S ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE U.S. 

POLICY ON NEGATIVE SECURITY ASSURANCES MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN EXPECTED TO GET GOOD OR, AT LEAST, STRAIGHT- 
FORWARD COVERAGE. PRAVDA AND IZVESTIYA INSTEAD 
PRINTED A TASS STORY WITH A PARAGRAPH NOTING THAT 
THE U.S. ANNOUNCEMENT WAS "BY ALL APPEARANCES" 

BROUGHT ABOUT BECAUSE OF THE "POSITIVE REACTION OF 
THE NON-NUCLEAR POWERS" TO THE SOVIET NEGATIVE 
SECURITY ASSURANCE STATEMENT. TASS REPORT GOES ON 
TENDENTIOUSLY TO CITE U.S. PRESS REPORTS THAT ANNOUNCE- 
MENT WILL HAVE NO "PRACTICAL" IMPACT ON U.S. POLICY. 
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IT WOULD APPEAR THAT FOR THE TIME BEING, SOVIET 
MEDIA COVERAGE OF THE ADMINISTRATION WILL BE 
NEGATIVE, ALMOST REGARDLESS OF WHAT THE ADMINISTRA- 
TION DOES. MATLOCK 
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